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'FUE"T‘ HOW SERIOUSLY did. the
} United States conslder military in-
tearvuﬁion in Indochina In 18547 The
publication of the FPentagon Papers—-
first In the newspapers and more re-
cently in the 45-volume officlul edifion
published a3 12 Pooks by the House
Armed Services Committes~hus made
the historfan’s {ask in enswering that
question ba’ch e siex and more diffi-
cult,

X s eaf,ic-i' hacauss thew In- now
available & mass of new material on
the key year 1934, as well as for many
other years,- Much of it lg confirma-
tory, of course, hut there arve new bits
cand pleces, and above all a sense of
the urgency with which events were
perrcelved at the time,

1t i3 mote difficult because the new
documents ‘do not resolve all the out-
standing questions that have Leen

raised in {the many hooks and articles.

written about the period. And while
the possibility that & key piece of the
puzzle may still be withheld through
consorghip cannot he ruled out, & close
" reading of Books ¢ and 10 of the House
cdition which cover this perlod leaves
the lmpression that the censors were

- wholly capriclous.
Yromm the 8589 pages, dca)lng with
1652 end 1954 (and these arve pages of
documents, not the analysl’s summa-

Britisli polley but far less so than some
of the printed telegrams, SUN another
cxuelsed message, from Dulles In Paris

to Washlugton, in July of 1054, delails

the azreed USairench positlon just
before the end of ine Genava contr
ence but there Is nothing in it that has

not Jong ago heen Lno.vn and widely Most »

printed.

Finally, the other two c>;clsed docu-
ments of which The Post hag coples
deal with American conversations with
two Yrench generals, Feul Ely and
Jean Valluy, Both were Pentagon con-

versations, hoth were pusi_m).uiic but

neither f& remarkable,

A note should bs added here
the Issue of codes. At the the the
Nixon administration went to court to
pre-censor publication of the Pentagon
Yapers there was much talk that thelr
use in toto would compromise crypio-
graphic codes because the messages
gave exact dates and tlmesx and cable
contrdl numbers, But the censorg ex-
clsed none of thls Information from
the hundreds of megsages printed.

Nor did the censors ellminate Amerl-

.can officlals’ assessments of Chou En-

JJal's performance at Geneva, thouﬂh
Chou goon-3s to be President Nizon's
host in Peking.
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the censor Jdid not eut out the stnma- et e
rles of the five documents excised but ‘AI‘ Offer by Ike L
- 5 Yo '+
{ ;ﬁf‘;ﬁg %\Oglgongﬂx i%;‘fﬁ;(;tlictoyg N THE CHRNIRAY question of how
.  happens that waong the Pe v o ;f v close {hé Lxmen'hmver adnministra-
at ¢ 10 Peniagon Pa-  tlon camte to wmilitary interveniion
pers made avallabm {o The Washington  in 1954, Took 10 Includes & then- “Top
- Post are copie;\oﬁ ihu ﬂve documents  Seceret summary by Dulles on “Yrench
from Dook 8, . = 4 I - Requests Involving Jossible Unlted -
The Pentagon's thhmai!on of the States Belllgerency b1 Indochina.” In it
. $idecla ~,szf1cc‘l revm“” (puuteu in each, helsted, and detalled, Aprit 4, 23 and
. book) states that “some of the material 24 as “the three OLcadlon" when
has been declasslfied golely on the French efficlals  suggested Uniteg
basls of prlor disclosures.”” Yet onc of  States armed intervention in Jndo-
- the exelsed documents was printed in. china Dullés swmmary, drafted on
: full in the New York Wimes, Fucther-- Aug 3§, Just after Geneva had pro-
; e Lo o . more, It wag slieply an advance report - pduced a ceasedfire, states American
o “from Under Secretary of State Wal’co3/ “conditions” for inter"vention (never
By&zah‘rnﬂfiu@mtedwmﬂ.&mminGmmwtoSwmmf +fulfilled) but does not go beyond that -
- of Stiate Johin Foster Dulles In Wash- -~perhaps becauss the draft weg in-
;" ington on an fmportant Ausoc?atcd tended for putblication although it
B © < Press dispatch wrltten by Seyinour never was published n this form,
Lopping, now & Now YOLL J.;mex edl- Thiz sumyatsy, h wever, doeg add
B . [ - - elund 2 .
» day. 1"e‘veﬁ] et Topn,ud’.j Chinose Corm 11, four days afte-r the fall of Dienblen-
U ypumdst roﬁrg‘a l"ir‘lél.l;Jclc(I in the Yook! phu’ fnd three days after the Geneva
: "(’J‘he‘ Informant, in-ciden."ca]h‘ vas conference opened, .the Fre'nch ere
" Nnang Yua \.uoi the new Pelgi)nx' am- JAdvlsed” ihat President Risenhower
"b'assatéo to Caneda and who 1may he. “would be (USDO“C‘(I to ask Congress
' - the fivs st ooy to Weshington) {for au‘tho‘u..ty to use {hie armed forces
. e St - s _ 7 . of the Uniled States” wunder certain
The writer, who vetired lost surmer  Another congored - document " re-  conditions, This  “possthility,” ssid
a5 senior diplomatic correspondent of counts a Dulles converzation af Ge- Dulles on Aug. 8, “lapsed” on Jwm &
ihe Weshington Post, cozgc;'rcd‘tlz.c 1954 neva with ¥ritaln's I}‘or‘\:}ign Seeretary,  when 12’1-‘1nr\e" declded to accept the
& Geneva conference on Indochina, Anthony Y¥den. Thls ‘eable reflects coasefive that took another month to
. Dulles’ unhapplness with Bden and .

neuotiaw ’ N

Numerous ¥rench wrlters, mo;ﬂ“ 110~
tably Philippe Devillevs tmd Jenn Yio-
couture In “Bnd of a War,” havs do-
tailed tho ¥rench pleas for Interven-.
tion. American writers such as John
Robinson Beal In “John Yester Dulles”
have told it from the Amerlecan side,
ccently Robert ¥, Randle, a Co-
luinbia University professor, In "Get
neva 1054, has taken ro,nmhing of o
revisiondst Jine, Randle concludad thet
Dulles n. fact was vetolng thy liter-
vontlon plang of Adim. Avthur Radford,,
then chairraan of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and he wrote that “my ansalysis
and concluslons differ substantially
from those of My, Roberts” In Yhe
Post and In & widely reprinted Rle-
poricy magazine plece titled “Ihe Day
We Didn’t Go to War.” L.

- In readlng’ the' Dulice ie]c sramg
agalnst my own eccounts and memo-
vies of many conversations with Dulles
end others af the time I still havoe no
doubt that he wanted to Intervene to
“save” Indoching from communiso,
He was stopped, essentizlly, by two
factors: the Iemocratic congressional
leaders wio inslsted (as did the Repub
Ucans as well) on allies, and by Fden,
who -refused, with Prirae NMinister
Churehill's full backing, to let Brltain
Jbe the key elly in any “united aciion”
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